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Bordeaux

Contemporary
thinkers give
new life to a
historic grape.
BY DARRYL SELSON
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ordeanux is a wine with a
storicd past.

The village of Saint
Emilion is on the right
bank of the river Dordogne
in France's famous Bor-
deaux viticulture area.
Winemaking there has
been traced back to the
Roman occupation of the
arca and, in the fourth cen-
tury, Roman poet Ausone
lived in a villa on the present site of the Grand
Cru Chateau of the same name

But just because something's been around
for 2 while doesn’t ensure quality, Do a lintle
research, and you will soon conclude that too
many Bordcaux producers have rested on past
successes, The soil and aspects of growing the
vines, called terroir, are still crucial, and new
talents continue to tinker, Updated wincmak-
ing approaches have been received with entha-
siasm thanks to vintners such as Pierre Scillan
ansd Chilteau Lasségue partacrs Jess Jackson
ansd Barbara Banke. Jackson and Banke, the
owners of California’s Kendall-Jackson, bring
both deep pockets and state-ofthe-art insights,
And Seillan has created wines in both the so
called new and old worlds of wine for more
than 35 years. Together, the three have rewrit-
ten the direction of wine history in Bordeaux's
Right Bank.

Lassegue, under the direction of Selllan,
captures the essence of a fleshy merlor, along
with the opulently ripe and rich cabernet Franc
grape, plus a hint of the more structured ca

bernet sauvignon, The exact recipe is 65 per-
cent merlot, 30 percent cabernet Franc and a
mere S percent cabernct sauvignon, The vines
on the estate average between 30 and 45 years
of age, adding to the complexitics within the
bottle,

The Chiteau Lasségue 2003 Saint Emilion
Grand Cru (§50) expresses delicacy along with
huge complexity. This wine is already showing
character, reflecting the mincrality feom the
crucial limestone and clay of the vineyard's
hillsides, Notice the leather and mocha and
then the dark fruit in the long finish. The result
is elegant and well-balanced,

Ample sunlight upon ncarby vineyards and
diverse and complex sotls have allowed for the
magnificent rebirth of grapes and wines from
Chiteau Lassegue. The ornate sundials found
on the facade of Lasséguc's magnificent 17th-
century estate make for emblematic symbols of
this French winery.

Darryl Beeson, a former sommelier, is a
freclance writer based in Dallas.
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